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I thank and praise the Lord for you, dear 
co-workers in Christ’s cause! The Lord is 
blessing our church abundantly, and I trust 
He is blessing you as well. 

In the past year, our church was preparing 
for one baptism, which ended up being 
three! God had different plans than ours, 
and our church got to experience His 
wonderful grace in action. As you’ll see, 
one thing led to another. 

 

One day some time ago, a man named 
Nikolai came up to me after church. He is 
the husband of Natasha, a Christian sister 

in our church. We had all been praying for 
Nikolai’s salvation for a long time. He told 
me that he had prayed for God to forgive 
his sins about ten years ago, but Nikolai’s 
repentance was not sincere. His life did 
not change. 

But in 2010, Nikolai sincerely repented 
at last, and his life changed drastically. 
We all rejoiced, and I began to talk to him 
about baptism. The day of the baptismal 
service came. Along with Nikolai, two new 
believers named Tatyana and Lubov (who 
were from different villages) were to be 
baptized after the service. They joyfully 
testified before the church about their 
journey toward God. 

Then after those baptisms were conducted, 
Nikolai and Natasha’s daughter—also 
named Tatyana—ran forward and said 
she wanted to repent! Tatyana often 
attended our youth services and had 
heard about reconciliation with God since 
her childhood. Our church rejoiced as 
one more sheep was found by the Good 
Shepherd. There is one more daughter 

In the same way, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents (Luke 15:10).
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A whole family brought together 
in Christ’s love.
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A New Song
Sergei Abramov
SGA-Sponsored Missionary Pastor
Irkutsk, Russia

My ministry in Russia’s Irkutsk region 
includes many outreach activities including 
music ministry with my group, Time 
to Live. The Lord has opened two new 
ministry directions for us with our music 
— prisons and workers’ dormitories. 

We now have the opportunity to organize 
Christian concerts in these places. We also 
visit hospitals and educational institutions 
and preach the Gospel there. Thank you, 
brothers and sisters, for your sacrificial 
service to the Lord for the advancement of 
His kingdom here in Russia!

Our group participated in Victory Day 
observances, and our approach was to 
draw an analogy from a Soviet hero of 
the Great Patriotic War (World War II), 
Alexander Matrosov. He was a legendary 
soldier who sacrificed his life to take a dug-
in, fortified German gun position. 

On a much larger scale, our Lord Jesus 
willingly gave His life to save us from our 
sins and deserved punishment in hell. 
Many people came to our concert, and 
we handed out Russian-language New 

Testaments. Afterward, we were invited to 
a gala luncheon and had the opportunity to 
share the Gospel with many more people. 

Last spring, we conducted an outreach 
over several days, traveling more than 
1,200 miles and evangelizing in Khazan, 
Nizhneudinsk, Taishet, a prison, the 
village of Solyanaya, Buzikanono, Shetka, 
Chuna and Lesogorsk. Some 300-400 
people attended our meetings and several 
repented, receiving Christ as their Savior. 

In the summer, we took part in a youth 
conference to inspire young believers to 
give their lives in service to God. We also 
visited a prison for non-violent criminals. 
Three brothers from Angarsk regularly 
visit there, and they invited us to come 
and sing. About 150 prisoners attended, 
and many wept as they understood their 
sorrowful, lost condition. Please, pray for 
these men! 

Pray also for me as I continue to help 
train Christians in music and worship. 
This helps so much as we conduct our 
evangelistic outreaches. We can truly say 
. . . He put a new song in my mouth, a song 
of praise to our God; many will see and fear 
and will trust in the Lord (Psalm 40:3). 

in their family, named Olga, who needs 
salvation. Please join us in praying for her! 

The Lord gave us a beautiful warm day 
along the Volga River, where we conducted 
these baptisms. There were many other 
people already gathered on the riverbank, 
and they listened to our preaching. Our 

church people had also invited unsaved 
relatives to the event, and we handed out 
souvenirs to the people. We thank you for 
your regular prayers for us! 

Editor’s Note: Join us in praising the 
Lord for these wonderful testimonies 
and witnessing opportunities. 
Your faithful support helps make 
Vyacheslav’s ministry—and that of our 
other faithful missionary pastors—
possible. Pray that the Holy Spirit 
will continue His work in the Samara 
region, and will add many new souls 
whose names are in the book of life 
(Philippians 4:3). 

Baptisms can turn into impromptu 
evangelistic meetings as unbelievers 

sometimes pause to watch.

Pastor Pavel Zhirov reports that Immanuel’s 
Child outreaches were held in six local 
churches throughout the Ryazan region. 
More than 1,220 children from poor and 
unchurched families attended along with 
some 400 adults. There were also some 
children from Roma (Gypsy)* communities. 
So many had come that the team initially 
ran out of Stars and the books, The Birth 
of Jesus and Our Loving God, but the Lord 
provided, and another table was set up with 
more Christian books, Bibles, and gifts for 
all who wanted them . . . 

We rented halls in Korablino, 
Novomichurinsk, Skopin and Ryazan. We 

invited children to the local community 
centers, where we distributed gifts, 
prepared skits and puppet programs. Many 
were children who attend church only on 
major Christian holidays, but do not yet 
come to Sunday school or church. The 
children and adults liked the programs very 
much and expressed their appreciation. It is 
too early to speak of long-term results, but 
there is always the opportunity for them to 
come and hear the Gospel, and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We cordially thank you for your 
help and support!

Ryazan, Russia
Editor’s Note: While commonly used in Eastern Europe, the 

term “Gypsy” is considered offensive by the Roma people. 
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I praise God for your ministry. The Lord bless you, and all 

the missionaries and people in Russia! It’s a joy to hear the 

wonderful stories of what God is doing!

Glendale, Arizona
Please find enclosed a donation for the ministry of Orphans Reborn. I read 
Nastya’s touching story in the December 2011 issue of InSight, and felt 
the need to help reach other precious children like Nastya with the life-
changing Gospel of Jesus Christ . . . Thank you also for the monthly prayer 
guide you send along with your newsletter. Both are wonderful resources 
to help keep abreast of the pressing needs for the Gospel ministry in Russia. 
Sun City, California

From time to time, we receive notes from partners who have been blessed and encouraged 
through SGA’s ministries — both in print, online and in person. We also receive many notes 
of thanks from our sponsored missionaries and pastors across the CIS who are thankful 
for SGA partners who help make their ministries possible. Here are just a few that we have 
received in recent months . . .

Wherever you are . . . find a map of Russia, take one area or a separate 
city, and pray for revival in this place. If you know the missionaries or 
ministers in these regions, please pray for God’s blessing, that they 
should fearlessly testify that Christ is Lord, and that the Lord will open 
wide the door of the Gospel! 

Therefore, I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, 
without wrath and dissension (1 Timothy 2:8). 

Ivanovo, Russia

I love reading about how God is using you. Of course, I thank God always for your partnership for the gospel at IBS. Thank you for making it possible for us to train others.

Brian Kinzel Grace Ministries International/Irpen Biblical Seminary
Kiev, Ukraine

More Christmas Fruit for God’s Glory
 As promised in last month’s InSight, we have some more wonderful reports to share from this 

January’s Christmas outreaches in the CIS. 
 Pastor Nikolai Devyatkin faced some initial opposition trying to hold an Immanuel’s Child 
outreach. Local officials and anti-evangelical propaganda had been circulated, and one hall refused 
to rent to the church. But God intervened, and they were able to use a privately owned local House of 
Culture. On the day of the program, the hall was packed, with needy children from local neighborhoods 
plus many children from an orphanage and a home for children from dysfunctional families. Pastor 
Nikolai said that they had to bring in extra chairs, with some adults giving their seats to the children . . . Our puppet program explained the true meaning of Christmas, and then we performed the Christian play, 

“The Old Shoemaker.” Then the gifts (provided through SGA partners) were distributed, including the 
Stars, two Christian books, candy, toothpaste and toothbrushes, and an orange. We even were able to send 
gifts to children at the orphanage who were sick and unable to come. We are thankful to all who helped 
us proclaim the Gospel to the children and adults. Everyone was grateful to God for this service! 

 Arkangelsk, Russia

Our two main articles this month feature faithful, SGA-sponsored missionary pastors 

in the Russian regions of Irkutsk and Samara. 

Irkutsk is a Siberian city of more than 587,000 people, located on the banks of 

the Angara River (a tributary of the mighty Yenesey River). The city is a major hub 

of the Trans-Siberian Railway and also considered the gateway to beautiful Lake 

Baikal, the deepest fresh-water body in the world. Please pray for SGA-sponsored 

missionary pastor Sergei Abramov and evangelical churches lifting up Christ in 

this strategic region. 

Samara is the sixth largest city in Russia, with more than 1.1 million people. 

Located some 500 miles southeast of Moscow, Samara was known as Kuibyshev in 

Soviet times and was a closed city due to a military missile development program 

located there. Please pray for SGA-sponsored missionary pastor Vyacheslav 

Tkachenko and local churches in the Samara region as they proclaim the Gospel. 



How You Can Help
Across the lands of Russia, SGA-sponsored missionary 
pastors, their families, and church members spend countless 
hours building relationships with people in their communities, 
sharing both their joys and sorrows. This gives them many 
opportunities to share the Good News. It is a joy and privilege 
for these faithful missionary pastors to lead an individual to 
the Lord, and then be the one to baptize that person. 

It is faithful partners like you that help equip these devoted believers to carry on their 
ministries. Your support provides resources for outreaches and discipleship ministries such as: 
summer camp or street evangelism, Bible studies and Sunday school, as well as Bibles and 
Christian literature. We are deeply thankful to the Lord for you!

Each summer across Russia and her 
neighboring countries, SGA’s faithful 
partners help make it possible for hundreds 
of children to be reached through the 
ministry of church-run Christian camps. 

While at camp, the children hear the life-
changing message of the Gospel from 
dedicated, loving camp counselors who take 
time to establish relationships with them. 
In addition, children enjoy activities such 
as swimming, hiking, and team building 
activities. SGA partners help provide each 
child with his or her very own Russian-
language New Testament, as well as 

other materials and supplies for the camp 
ministries. 

It costs just $41 to provide much needed 
assistance to send a Russian-speaking boy 
or girl to camp for a week. Your gift will 
also provide evangelistic materials, Christian 
literature, paper, pencils, and other items 
to support continued discipleship of the 
children in God’s Word. 

Please be in ongoing prayer for the summer 
camp ministries, which will run through the 
end of August. 

Pray for Summer Camp Ministry!
Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord (Psalm 34:11).

News and Analysis

A New “Union” for Former Soviet 
Countries?

On January 1, Russia and several former 
Soviet countries began to take steps to create 
a new Eurasion Union, to be built on the base 
of the existing Customs Union, a trade group 
that includes Kazakhstan and Belarus. 

Late last year, then-Russian prime minister 
Vladimir Putin was quick to insist that the 
plans were not “about the recreation of the 
USSR” (Soviet Union), but rather to build a 
connection between Europe and the Asia-
Pacific region. Some Western observers 
believe that the new “Common Economic 
Space” is actually Russia once again 
reasserting its authority over what it believes 
is its “sphere of influence.” Our prayer and 
hope is that reunification of Soviet countries 
in any form will not be allowed to hinder the 
progress of the Gospel. 

Russian Abortion Restrictions Raise 
Controversy

Last summer, Russia took the first steps 
to restrict abortion since the collapse of 

communism. New regulations require 
abortion providers to devote 10 percent of 
any advertising to describing the dangers to 
a woman’s health, and they make it illegal 
to describe abortion as a safe medical 
procedure. In the fall, pro-life lobbies 
pushed for a new bill that would prohibit 
abortions after 12 weeks. 

Thus far, provisions to require parental 
consent for minors under age 18, spousal 
approval, and end to state funding have been 
left out of the proposed new legislation. 
Parliamentary member Yelena Mizulina 
said, “Our two main motives are the fact 

that Russia is dying out, and our religious 
tradition. We cannot forget our faith. Despite 
the long communist period, [abortion] is 
seen as murder, as a violation of the Ten 
Commandments.” Evangelical Christians, 
as well as the powerful Russian Orthodox 
Church, stand strongly against abortion, 
believing that . . . children are a gift of the 
Lord (Psalm 127:3). 

?
The Soviet flag was seen in the West as a 

symbol of oppression during the Cold War. 

For You formed my inward parts; You wove me 
in my mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13).
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Eugene Dushakov, an SGA/
Canada – sponsored missionary 
pastor who serves in Ioshkar-
Ola (located in Russia’s Mari-El 
Republic), recently wrote . . . 

Summer passed so quickly! 
Praise be to our Creator 
for the opportunity to 
work during the summer. 
In July we had two camps. 
One was a tent camp, 
when we rafted along local 
rivers. The second camp 
was held in the orphanage. 
Both camps made us 
start to think about 
development of a ministry 
among teenagers. I asked my wife 
to leave her job and devote all her 
time to the children’s ministry in the 
orphanages, and to be my closest 
partner in this kind of ministry. 

We went to the Crimea after the 
camp to have rest. It was wonderful! 
My wife and my daughter saw the 
Black Sea for the first time. At the 
request of local believers, I gave 
two seminars on social ministry in 
schools and on the development 
of speaking skills of teachers. Now 
churches in the Crimea will begin 
children’s ministry. 

Dear friends, without your 
participation many of our ideas, 

thoughts and wishes would remain 
void. 

I recently had a pleasant meeting 
with our orphan graduates who 

attended our one-year 
program, “Myths about 
Life.” Six of the graduates 
who are believers have 
formed a ministry team. 
They give lectures and 
invite young people. 
When unsaved young 
people take part in 
various social activities 
alongside with our 
Christian youth, they 
become friends and 

develop good relationships. 

An hour ago, I received a message 
from one of the orphans who wrote 
they are eager for meetings to 
resume. Because some churches do 
not pay attention to youth, they are 
not reached for Christ, get old quickly 
and lose their way. That is why we 
focus our efforts on the youth.”

Al’s Ministry Schedule: 
6 – Albion Hills Bible Church – 
Caledon, ON
13 – Community Bible Church – 
Lucan, ON
14 – SGA/Canada Board Meeting
27 – King’s Community Church – 
Oakville, ON

CANADA

Canadian Connection

Rev. Allan Vincent
Director, SGA/Canada


